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Agenda Overview and Objectives

ÅCluster Background and Update

ÅIntroduction to the Modern Grid Initiative

ÅOverview or Fort ZED

ÅCluster and Workforce Development

ÅQ & A
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What is a Clean Energy Cluster (CEC)?

Cluster

ÅCollection of firms with 
related and 
interdependent activities

ÅLocated in a common 
region

ÅWith a labor force of 
researchers, and high-
level, industry-
knowledgeable workers

ÅAnd sufficient critical 
mass to attract outside 
economies

Clean Energy

DOE: renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and other 
technologies such as fuel cells. 

EPA: energy derived from highly 

efficient, clean technologies, 

including renewable energy and 

combined heat and power. 

EVSAG: solar and wind energy, 

efficient energy technology, 

green building and energy 

utilization
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Northern Colorado Uniquely Positioned to Lead 

in Clean Energy

ÅA number of clean energy firms in the region

ÅAccess to private and public capital

ÅSkilled and educated workforce, environmentally 

conscious entrepreneurs

ÅResearch university: CSU

ÅSupport of state and local policy makers and the 

economic development community

Source: Martin Shields, 2008 Northern Colorado Economic 

Outlook: Trends in the Economy and  Clean Energy 
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Clean Energy Cluster Overview

Leverage regional strengths 
to gain national exposure 
and competitive 
advantage in a fast 
growing industry segment

Create public-private 
partnership to promote 
economic growth by 
enabling collaboration, 
innovation, and 
demonstrations using 
existing regional 
competencies



Organizing the Inventory by Technology Platforms

Clean Energy Cluster

Smart Grid Initiatives Transportation Initiatives

E2 Technologies Renewables Engine Controls Bio-Fuels
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GIS Mapping of Clean Energy Companies

ÅSearchable 
company database 

ÅGoogle Earth 

ÅOn www.ncedc.com

ÅIn partnership with:
ïNoCoNet

ïNCEDC 

Å56 businesses 
interviewed by 
NoCoNet

http://www.ncedc.com/
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CEC Commercialized Products and 

Services


